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Maximising Success: Prior to your program

General Guidelines

To achieve the best results with assisted reproductive technologies, donors and recipients
should meet specific health and management criteria, in addition to selection for genetic
merit.

e Reproductive Soundness: All donor and recipient cows should undergo a
reproductive assessment by a qualified professional within one month of program
commencement. Ideal donors are healthy, have functioning ovaries and a sound
natural fertility history, and/or a proven assisted reproductive hisotry.

e Body Condition & Age: Donor and recipient cows should be at least 14 months old
and 65% of their mature body weight. Higher success rates are observed in cows with
a calf at foot, pregnant and those in body condition score (BCS) 3/5.

e Maiden Heifers: Results may vary, and performance is generally lower compared to
mature Cows.

e Program Timing;

o OPU is best performed:
= on donors at least 4 weeks post-calving or,
= pregnancy tested in-calf (5 weeks to 4 months gestation).
o Recipient cows must be at least 6 weeks post-calving before embryo transfer.
Record Keeping: Maintain detailed records for all donor and recipient cows.

Contact your Evogene team member for additional information to assist with donor selection.
Facilities Requirements

For the safety of both animals and staff, the following are essential:

e A secure crush with a vet box, kick gate, and squeeze

e A concrete-based, shaded, and rain-protected operating area

e Adequate yard space and a race to accommodate sedation of 8-10 cows for embryo
transfer

o Stock access to clean water (and feed if yarded overnight)

e Minimal dust

e Power and lighting
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Two Months Before Program

o Keep donor and recipient environments stable—minimize stressors such as
transportation, weaning, and peer group changes.

o Complete all husbandry tasks (ear tagging, branding, etc.) well before OPU and
embryo transfer to reduce stress-related pregnancy loss.

Vaccinations
Administering vaccines during a program can negatively impact success rates.

e Required: Vibrio, Pestivirus, and 7-in-1 vaccinations.

e Timing:
o Recipients: Complete at least 2 weeks before program commencement.
o Donors: Complete at least 1 month before program commencement.

e BEF (Three-Day Sickness) Vaccination: Recommended for added protection.

Nutritional Requirements

o Base diet should be high-quality dry matter (<20% protein) with a consistent supply.
e Avoid pastures high in estrogen (e.g., winter clovers) and excessive silage.
o If supplementation is needed, use high-quality cereal hay with balanced pelleted feed,
introduced gradually.
e Supplementation:
o Injectable Multimin and Vitamins A, D & E every 3 months
o Consider Salmate or nutritionist-recommended omega fatty acids, beta
carotene, and phosphorus blends.

Parasite Control

e Donors: Avoid chemical treatments (pour-on, dips, sprays, back rubs, ear tags) for at
least 4 weeks before flushing/OPU.

o Embryo Transfer Recipients: Avoid chemical treatments for at least 2 weeks before
and 6 weeks after transfer.

e Post-program treatments can resume immediately after OPU or flush if cows are not
continuing in another program.

For more information or to discuss your program, please contact Evogene Pty Ltd. By
following these guidelines, you can maximize the success of your reproductive program
and achieve optimal outcomes.




